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obsessed by the idea that much light is to be 
thrown on the immigration problem by "the 
ratio of men to land" which obtains either in 
the country from which, or to which, the stream 
of immigration goes. The phrase just quoted 
recurs again and again (pp. 6, 21, 38, 88, 146, 
303, 370, 381). In this connection the author 
refers adversely to Henry George (p. 7). While 
scientific investigators and economists have been 
right all along in dissenting from the a priori 
views of George, there is a residuum of truth in 
his doctrine which is recognized more and more 
in present-day legislation, and which has a 
direct bearing on the immigration problem, but 
which writers like Mr. Fairchild are in danger of 
overlooking. Foreign laborers in the steel 
works of Pittsburgh, as shown by the now 
famous Pittsburgh Survey, are compelled to pay 
such high rent by land speculation that they 
cannot secure a healthful amount of light and 
air. Accordingly, the Pennsylvania legislature 
has recently passed a law by which cities of a 
class including Pittsburgh can tax land values at 
a rate double the rate on buildings, in order to 
break up the tendency to hold land out of use 
and overcrowd the territory actually in use. 
While Mr. Fairchild is right in saying that the 
"ratio of men to land is of extreme importance, 
and ought never to be neglected in the discussion 
of any sociological or economic problem" (p. 
21), his method of dealing with immigration as 
affected by the ratio of men to land is too simple. 
Other factors than "ratio" enter into the land 
question. If, as in the Pittsburgh case, the 
ratio is artificially forced up by real estate 
speculation, Mr. Fairchild's remedy of restricted 
immigration fails to meet the demands of the 
problem. 



The Call of the Christ. By Herbert L. 
Willett. New York: Revell, 1012. Pp. 



The subtitle is, "A Study of the Challenge of 
Jesus to the Present Century." The author 
emphasizes that there has been no moment in 
the history of the church when the call of Christ 
has been more imperious than now. But in 
some ways this call in our day is of a different 
character from that which has been heard in any 
earlier period. Formerly it was understood 
chiefly as a call to a form of doctrine, or to com- 
pliance with certain rites, or to membership in a 
particular organization. And there are still 
those who believe that Jesus requires of men 
assent to certain facts in his life, such as the 
virgin birth, the fulfilment of Old Testament 
prophecy in his ministry, the performance of 
miracles by him, etc. There are others who put 
the emphasis upon certain doctrines which they 
derive from New Testament teachings, either 
those of Jesus himself, or those of the apostles. 
But all these are types of an obsolescent order 
of Christianity. They are survivals of an earlier 



and cruder conception of the purpose of Jesus. 
Today, these features of the call of Christ are 
quite subordinate to other considerations which 
have come into view as the result of a more 
careful study of the character and program of 
Jesus. In our day, it more and more becomes 
clear that the commanding call of Christ is to 
himself — to his point of view, to his attitude 
toward God and man — and not to a belief in the 
facts of his career, nor in doctrines taught 
either by him or by his apostles, nor in forms 
of worship, ordinance, or organization. This 
newer Christian view is expounded in the eight- 
een chapters which compose the book. 



The Crown of Hinduism. By J. N. Farquhar. 
London: Oxford University Press, 1913. 
Pp. 469. ys. 6d. 

The author is literary secretary of the 
National Council of Young Men's Christian 
Associations of India and Ceylon. The book 
sets forth Christianity as the completion and 
crown of the Hindu social structure. It is one 
of the new studies inspired by the progressive 
missionary enthusiasm of today. The book 
attempts to discover and state as clearly as pos- 
sible what relation subsists between Hinduism 
and Christianity. While it is not an exhaustive 
account of Hinduism, it deals with most of its 
prominent features. Chapter titles are: "The 
Indo-Aryan Faith," "The Hindu Family," 
"The Eternal Moral Order," "The Divine Social 
Order," "The Essentials of Hinduism," "The 
Summit of Indian Thought," "The Yellow 
Robe," "The Work of Men's Hands," "The 
Great Sects," "God with Us," "The Religious 
Organism." The work is built on foundations 
laid by the great scholars who have investigated 
the subject; and it embodies results of the 
author's own, first-hand observation and re- 
search. The book will make a rather wide 
appeal, and will be useful both to advanced 
mission-study classes and to scholars who are 
interested in the subject from various points of 
approach. 

Methodism. By H. B. Workman. Cam- 
bridge: The University Press, 191 2. Pp. 
vii+133. $0.40. 

The small size and commonplace title of this 
book hide its real value and significance. It is 
a careful, though brief, study of eighteenth- 
century Christianity, in the light of the evan- 
gelical movement which came to a head in 
Wesleyanism. It is written, moreover, from the 
standpoint of the modern, scientific historian. 
It belongs to the "Cambridge Manuals of 
Science and Literature," and is the work of the 
principal of the Westminster Training College. 
The author has tried, with a large measure of 
success, to put himself into the critical, but not 
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unfriendly, position of the interested outsider, 
for whom primarily the volume is intended. 
There are five chapters, entitled respectively, 
"The Eighteenth Century," "John Wesley," 
"Methodism in America and Beyond the Seas," 
"The Divisions and Re-unions of British 
Methodism," "The Theology and Polity of 
Methodism." The little volume is one of the 
best short studies of church history that we have 
ever seen. It shows the vital relation of the 
subject to the economic and social environment 
in which Methodism arose and became a living 
power; and it will be as useful to students out- 
side of Methodism as to those who are attached 
to this branch of Christendom. A good 
bibliography is appended. 



Just Before the Dawn. The Life and Work 
of Ninomiya Sontoku. By R. C. Arm- 
strong. New York: Macmillan, 1912. 
Pp. xxi+273. $1.50. 

Another first-rate contribution to modern 
mission study. The book describes conditions 
in Japan just before the "age of enlightenment" 
which has been spreading all over the East. 
The introduction is an outline of early reforms 
and ethical thought in Japan. Part I is on the 
life of the sage whose name appears in the sub- 
title of the book. Parts II and III are on the 
teachings of the sage. The book is carefully 
done; and it will be of great interest, not only 
to students of missions, but to the general reader 
and to the scientific investigator who is tracing 
out the moral and religious evolution of man. 



Immigrant Forces. By William P. Shriver. 
New York: Missionary Education Move- 
ment, 1913. Pp. x+277. $0.50. 

The Missionary Education Movement of the 
United States and Canada is publishing, at a 
price absurdly low, a number of significant and 
valuable works on current questions, with special 
reference to the religious bearing of these ques- 
tions. One of the best numbers thus far issued 
is the volume before us. The author has 
produced a work which has not only scientific 
value, but real, human sympathy. Some hint 
of its human aspects is found in the subtitle, 
"Factors in the New Democracy." The book 
views immigration not simply as a "problem," 
but as a "democratic" problem. While it 
presents no easy solution and has no special 
program to urge, it has an atmosphere of sug- 
gestion which is calculated to inspire the stu- 
dent. The conclusion to which it gravitates is 
that the problem of the immigrant, before and 
after immigrating, is very largely a matter of 
economic, class relations, bound up with the 
ever more-pressing question of wealth and 
poverty (pp. 70, 97, 168, 185, 199). The book 
deserves careful attention. 



The Modern Call of Missions. By James S. 
Dennis, D.D. New York: Re veil, 1913. 
Pp.340. $1.50. 

A number of articles contributed to various 
reviews and periodicals during the last few years 
are here brought together into a book which the 
author, in his subtitle, calls a study in some of 
the larger aspects of a great enterprise. Dr. 
Dennis has already published five volumes on 
the subject of missions; and this new treatise 
sketches the missionary movement at the points 
where it comes in contact with various other 
lines of human activity. Some of the chapter 
headings are: " Missions and Diplomacy," "The 
Missionary Factor in Colonial History," "Com- 
merce and Missions," "The Laymen's Move- 
ment," "The Hymnody of Modern Missions." 
The book not only informs, but kindles enthusi- 
asm; and it is worthy of a place in all libraries 
covering the subject. 



Christian Faith for Men of Today. By Ezra 
Albert Cook, Ph.D. Chicago: The Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press, 1913. Pp. jriii-t-260. 
$1 • 25- 

The author is a professor in the Congrega- 
tional College of Canada, at Montreal. The 
book is intended, not for professional readers, 
but for use in college classes, Y.M.C.A., Sunday 
school, and kindred organizations. It aims to 
present the essential truths of Christianity in 
orderly form, in non-technical language, in view 
of, and in harmony with, those elements of the 
scientific and religious thought of today which 
are generally accepted by trained scholars. 
The author has written with three classes of 
people in mind: first, young people who are in 
process of forming their conceptions of Chris- 
tianity; second, older members of the church, 
who have lately found occasion to consider 
whether some changes in their thought about 
religion are not called for; lastly, persons of 
intelligence outside the church, who are under 
the impression that the church is not keeping up 
with the progress of thought in other spheres. 
Chapter titles are: "Is Christianity the Best 
Religion?" "The Value of the Bible as a Written 
Revelation," "How to Use the Bible," "What 
Shall We Believe about God?" "Man, Sin, and 
Salvation," "What Shall We Believe about 
Jesus ?" "What Shall We Believe about the Last 
Things and the Future Life?" "How Shall We 
Cultivate and Express the Best Faith?" 



Wheel-Chair Philosophy. By John Leonard 
Cole. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1913. 
Pp. xu+154. $0.75. 

If you have an acquaintance or a friend who, 
either through accident or disease, belongs to the 
great army of "shut-in" folks, you can hardly 



